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A Nearly Infallible History Of Christianity
In the tenth century Shi?a scholars assembled accounts of twelve imams’ lives,
portraying them as miracle workers who were betrayed. These biographies invoked
shared cultural memories, shaped communal responses and ritual practices of
mourning, and inspired Shi?a identity and religious imagination for centuries to come,
Matthew Pierce shows.
Fools. Rebels. Ignorant peasants. That's how the Roman world saw the first Christians.
Led by fishermen, tax collectors and renegade Pharisees, the first Christians shunned
power and welcomed the poor and uneducated. Roman commentators mocked their
upside-down values, but the apostle Paul - himself a Roman citizen, and a Pharisee to
boot, affirmed that 'God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise.' Its
followers were persecuted and its leaders killed, yet this ragged collection of lowly
tradesmen, women, slaves - and a smattering of turncoat high-born Jews - created a
movement that changed the world. How did this happen? How did the kingdom of fools
conquer the mighty empire that was Rome? In this fascinating new biography of the
early church, Nick Page sets the biblical accounts alongside the latest historical and
archaeological research, exploring how the early Christians lived and worshipped - and
just why the Romans found this new branch of the Jewish faith so difficult to
comprehend. THE KINGDOM OF FOOLS is a fresh, challenging, accessible portrait of
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a movement so radical, so dangerous, so thrillingly different that it outlasted the empire
that tried to destroy it and went on to become the driving force of our cultural
development - and claims more followers today than ever before in history.
One of the world’s most beloved and bestselling writers takes his ultimate journey -into the most intriguing and intractable questions that science seeks to answer. In A
Walk in the Woods, Bill Bryson trekked the Appalachian Trail -- well, most of it. In In A
Sunburned Country, he confronted some of the most lethal wildlife Australia has to
offer. Now, in his biggest book, he confronts his greatest challenge: to understand -and, if possible, answer -- the oldest, biggest questions we have posed about the
universe and ourselves. Taking as territory everything from the Big Bang to the rise of
civilization, Bryson seeks to understand how we got from there being nothing at all to
there being us. To that end, he has attached himself to a host of the world’s most
advanced (and often obsessed) archaeologists, anthropologists, and mathematicians,
travelling to their offices, laboratories, and field camps. He has read (or tried to read)
their books, pestered them with questions, apprenticed himself to their powerful minds.
A Short History of Nearly Everything is the record of this quest, and it is a sometimes
profound, sometimes funny, and always supremely clear and entertaining adventure in
the realms of human knowledge, as only Bill Bryson can render it. Science has never
been more involving or entertaining.
What really happened during Jesus' final days? It was, historically speaking, nothing
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much; a death in Jerusalem, a routine execution at the edge of an empire. Yet that
execution - and the events surrounding it - were to have a profound effect on the history
of the world. The last week of Jesus' life on earth was probably the most important
week in history. This book aims to reconstruct the events of those days. From Jesus'
entry to Jerusalem on the Sunday, to his resurrection a week later; this book explores
the claims and explode the myths. It looks seriously at the evidence of the gospel
accounts, without ducking the controversies and contradictions. It focuses on the
history rather than the spiritual and theological significance of events and uses
archaeological research and detailed Biblical analysis to take the reader through THE
LONGEST WEEK.
Men, the midlife crisis, spirituality - and sheds A new bike - running the marathon splashing out on a sports car - having an affair - taking up triathlon - upping sticks and
moving to the country - getting divorced - even going into the church... There's a point
in a man's life where he looks around him and asks whether this is really where he
wants to be - what he wanted to do with his life. And even if he's achieved all his
childhood dreams, maybe that's not enough any more. Nick Page has been there, and
he decided to build a shed. Not to answer the question, but so that he'd at least be able
to get some peace to think about it properly. Join him on a journey of discovery, into
what the midlife crisis really is, and whether there's a better way to go at it than frittering
away time and money trying to pretend you're really younger than you are.
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IT WAS THE RIGHT YOU, BUT THE WRONG HIM! To love a broken man is like
pouring tar into a pothole. When you have filled one, another appears. In many cases,
there's nothing wrong with you, your weight, your hair, or your personality, the problem
is you were a temporary fill.Volume 3 of Infallible is a tale of Confrontations &
Consequences as our cast of men struggle to achieve a semblance of stability. Not only
have the tables turned, but the atmosphere in Uncle Glen's apartment has shifted from
joyous, to worrisome. None of the relationships survived Uncle Glenn's Challenge, but
closing out on the prize money is the least of their concerns. WELCOME TO
KARMA!From Volume 1 to this current addition of Infallible, you will become submerged
in these characters. As you follow their lives page by page you will hope for the best,
but expect the worst. It is true that what goes around comes around, and in the case of
Jarvis, Timothy, Rasta, Telly, and Biyell - what's coming back around will make them
regret every lie told. Welcome to Infallible, written from the point of view of six men who
never intended their conversations to go public.
The Life of the Automobile is the first comprehensive world history of the car. The
automobile has arguably shaped the modern era more profoundly than any other
human invention, and author Steven Parissien examines the impact, development, and
significance of the automobile over its turbulent and colorful 130-year history. Readers
learn the grand and turbulent history of the motor car, from its earliest appearance in
the 1880s—as little more than a powered quadricycle—and the innovations of the early
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pioneer carmakers. The author examines the advances of the interwar era, the Golden
Age of the 1950s, and the iconic years of the 1960s to the decades of doubt and
uncertainty following the oil crisis of 1973, the global mergers of the 1990s, the bailouts
of the early twenty-first century, and the emergence of the electric car. This is not just a
story of horsepower and performance but a tale of extraordinary people: of intuitive
carmakers such as Karl Benz, Sir Henry Royce, Giovanni Agnelli (Fiat), André Citroën,
and Louis Renault; of exceptionally gifted designers such as the eccentric, Ohio-born
Chris Bangle (BMW); and of visionary industrialists such as Henry Ford, Ferdinand
Porsche (the Volkswagen Beetle), and Gene Bordinat (the Ford Mustang), among
numerous other game changers. Above all, this comprehensive history demonstrates
how the epic story of the car mirrors the history of the modern era, from the brave
hopes and soaring ambitions of the early twentieth century to the cynicism and
ecological concerns of a century later. Bringing to life the flamboyant entrepreneurs,
shrewd businessmen, and gifted engineers that worked behind the scenes to bring us
horsepower and performance, The Life of the Automobile is a globe-spanning account
of the auto industry that is sure to rev the engines of entrepreneurs and gearheads
alike.
Selah, the beautiful daughter of a prominent Jewish priest opposed to Jesus of Nazareth, finds
herself torn between family loyalty, religious tradition, and cultural norms. She has been
promised in marriage to Micah, a proud, controlling, ambitious young priest, but finds herself
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singularly attracted to a wounded young Roman officer in whom Jesus has taken personal
interest. In an atmosphere of danger, deceit, and betrayal, she must make the choice that will
affect her life forever.
A fundamental part of understanding one's ancestors is knowing when they were born, how
long they lived, and when they died. Here in The Genesis Genealogies lies that crucial core
information about the forebears of Christianity. Rev. Abraham Park has meticulously analyzed
the information in The Book of Genesis. Taking the explicit date references in Genesis and
performing math calculations forward and backward in time, he builds a complete chronological
Biblical timeline from Adam to the Exodus, including the duration of construction of Noah's ark.
With this Bible study of the cornerstone text of The Old Testament, we can more deeply
understand the layers of meanings that Genesis offers. The Genesis Genealogies is a musthave for every Church Library. This title is part of The History of Redemption series which
includes: Book 1: The Genesis Genealogies Book 2: The Covenant of the Torch Book 3: The
Unquenchable Lamp of the Covenant Book 4: God's Profound and Mysterious Providence
Book 5: The Promise of the Eternal Covenant
The paper in this volume are organized in three parts: scriptural, contextual and theological.
The central question being addressed is: how do Christians living in contexts, where Islam is a
majority or minority religion, experience, express or think of the Cross? This is, therefore, an
exercise in listening. As the contexts from where these engagements arise are varied, the
papers in drawing scriptural, contextual and theological reflections offer a cross-section of
Christian thinking about Jesus and the Cross.
We're told that the Bible is beautiful, uplifting and a joy to read - but, while we know this is how
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we're supposed to feel about it, in reality many of us find the very opposite. On opening the
Bible, we are faced with a multitude of problems; from its form and historical content to its
sheer size and often distasteful stories, we can be left feeling overwhelmed and disheartened.
But the problem is not with the Bible - and it's not with us either. The problem is we've been
misinformed. And so, we end up believing things about the Bible that the Bible never claims for
itself. But the Bible won't politely sign up to the neat categories and terms we force on it. That's
why it's badly behaved. We want to control the Bible and tame it so that we can ride it into
battle; but the Bible bucks and rears and throws us off. We want to pin the Bible down so that it
proves our theology; but the Bible evades capture and plays hide and seek. We want answers;
but the Bible keeps firing questions. We want it to tell us what to do; but the Bible keeps telling
us to think. We want to make the Bible dance to our tune: but the Bible has music of its own.
The Bible is an invitation and a call. The breath of God lifts its pages, and they rise and fall with
his breathing. In his honest and accessible style, Nick Page urges us to re-discover a fresh
look at the Bible as the scriptural bedrock of the Christian faith, to learn how we can undo
unhelpful ways of reading it and demystifying its purpose and scope. Nick tackles what the
Bible is and what it isn't, how we can critically read this inspired text and how we approach the
difficulties in its content. Alongside helpful analysis and practical advice - including kickstarting
his one-man campaign to ban "Bible study" - Nick helps us re-discover how to rediscover the
Bible as Holy Ground, as a place where we meet and encounter God.
Why isn’t the Book of Enoch in the Holy Bible, even though Enoch is referenced multiple
times? Why were texts considered sacred by many, excluded by others? Who made the
decisions and why? There are more than 50 books—some of which exist only in fragments
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while others are complete and whole—that are not included in the biblical canon. Why were they
discarded? Most Protestant denominations settled on 66 canonical books of the Bible, while
there are 73 for Roman Catholics and 78 for Eastern Orthodox adherents. Why are there these
differences of opinion? We are often taught that the Bible is, in the words of many religious
catechisms, “the infallible word of faith and practice.” In reality, the Bible can also be seen as
a political document as much as a spiritual one. Ordained minister and theologian Jim Willis
examines the historical, political, and social climates that influenced the redactors and editors
of the Bible and other sacred texts in Censoring God: The History of the Lost Books (and other
Excluded Scriptures). In analyzing why texts were censored, he uncovers sometimes
surprising biases. He investigates enigmatic hints of Bible codes and ancient wisdom that
implies a greater spiritual force might have been at work. Willis explores the importance of the
Book of Enoch, its disappearance, and how it was rediscovered in Ethiopia. He analyzes over
two dozen excluded texts, such as Jubilees and the Gospel of Thomas, along with the many
references to books that we know about from fragments but remain lost. Thought-provoking
and provocative, Censoring God scrutinizes how sacred texts might have been used to justify
the power of the powerful, including the destruction of sacred writings of conquered indigenous
cultures because they did not agree with the finished version of the Bible accepted by the
Church establishment. This important book looks at the human failings in interpreting God’s
words, and through a compassionate examination it brings a deeper understanding of the
power and importance of the lost words. With more than 120 photos and graphics, this tome is
richly illustrated. Its helpful bibliography provides sources for further exploration, and an
extensive index adds to its usefulness.
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A deeply reported, New York Times bestselling exposé of the money and the clerics-turnedfinanciers at the heart of the Vatican—the world’s biggest, most powerful religious
institution—from an acclaimed journalist with “exhaustive research techniques” (The New York
Times). From a master chronicler of legal and financial misconduct, a magnificent investigation
nine years in the making, God’s Bankers traces the political intrigue of the Catholic Church in
“a meticulous work that cracks wide open the Vatican’s legendary, enabling secrecy” (Kirkus
Reviews). Decidedly not about faith, belief in God, or religious doctrine, this book is about the
church’s accumulation of wealth and its byzantine financial entanglements across the world.
Told through 200 years of prelates, bishops, cardinals, and the Popes who oversee it all,
Gerald Posner uncovers an eyebrow-raising account of money and power in one of the
world’s most influential organizations. God’s Bankers has it all: a revelatory and astounding
saga marked by poisoned business titans, murdered prosecutors, and mysterious deaths
written off as suicides; a carnival of characters from Popes and cardinals, financiers and
mobsters, kings and prime ministers; and a set of moral and political circumstances that clarify
not only the church’s aims and ambitions, but reflect the larger tensions of more recent history.
And Posner even looks to the future to surmise if Pope Francis can succeed where all his
predecessors failed: to overcome the resistance to change in the Vatican’s Machiavellian
inner court and to rein in the excesses of its seemingly uncontrollable financial quagmire. “As
exciting as a mystery thriller” (Providence Journal), this book reveals with extraordinary
precision how the Vatican has evolved from a foundation of faith to a corporation of extreme
wealth and power.
These in-depth answers to Christianity's difficult questions will help the reader learn how to be
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an able defender of the faith.
In 2006, Ravi Zacharias International Ministries (RZIM) held an open forum at the Fox Theater
in Atlanta to address the subject: "Has Christianity Failed You?" Tickets were sold for the event
and--to the complete surprise of everyone--the event was sold out with a capacity crowd of
over 5,000. People lined up offering to buy tickets from folks in line for higher prices. Before the
event, an RZIM cameraman walked the streets and asked people if they had rejected the faith
they held at one time. One answered that, because of a Christian's rejection of his gay lifestyle
he had done just that. Another answered that she had left her faith because she had fallen into
adultery and could never live it down in the church. Others had their own reasons. Some said it
was just intellectually untenable in an age of reason. They chose to come to the event to judge
if there were adequate answers. It is estimated that for every one person who writes a letter or
attends an event, there are one thousand who agree. If the Atlanta crowd was any indication,
the question is real and troubling. Why is it that many live with silent doubt, many leaving the
"evangelical fold" for something else? Is there something wrong with the message, the
communicator, the hearer . . . or is it all three? It's time to ask the hard questions of what it
means to be a follower of Jesus Christ and why it seems as though God has made it so hard to
continue believing. In fact, the son of a prominent US Senator phoned me with that very
question. "Why has God made it so hard to believe in Him?" Such skepticism is not just
representative of the hostile; it also represents many honest questioners. This book attempts to
lay out the response to those within as well as those outside the Christian faith so as to
understand what it is we believe and why it is so hard to do so. More to the point: Why it is
actually so hard to deny God and still make sense out of life? In the end the answers should be
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both felt and real, with the added truth that God is nearer than you think. He desires that we
sense Him very near to us and not distant. But closeness comes at a cost just as any
relationship of love and commitment does.
500 years ago, Martin Luther nailed his ideas to a church door - and the Reformation began.
Or maybe it was a little more complicated than that. Nick Page brings his skills as an
unlicensed historian to bear on this key period in European (and world) history in order to
uncover everything you need to know about the Reformation - with a fair few bits you never
wanted to know thrown in for good measure. Historians tell us that the Protestant Reformation
laid the foundations for the Industrial Revolution, religious freedom, and all sorts of other Good
Things. But what actually happened? Who were the winners and the losers, the ogres and the
beauty queens of this key moment in church history? (spoiler: there weren't any beauty
queens) In-depth research, historical analysis and cutting-edge guesswork combine to
scintillating effect in this fast-moving examination of the strange and wonderful whirlwind that
was church life in late medieval Europe. 'You were predestined to read this.' John Calvin
In this second book on the medium LORAINE REES, the clairvoyant works with a former
Scotland Yard detective and a sketch artist to explore astonishing truths from the other side,
including the true identity of Jack The Ripper. She also helps to ease the troubled anger of a
woman after death, which reveals with stunning clarity how a soul can continue to grow and
evolve even on the other side. Loraine's detailed messages from loved ones are supported by
remarkably accurate sketches as well as the occasional and shocking photograph. Her work
gives great comfort to many as she verifies with love and warmth the bold truth of life after
death. Documented by Loraine's biographer Dr. Mary Ross, TROUBLED SPIRITS WITH
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MEDIUM LORAINE REES gives you an insider's view of the working life of a respected
psychic who has helped the police solve difficult crime cases, and a rare glimpse into the
window to the other side.
The notion of 'representative democracy' seems unquestionably familiar today, but how did the
Victorians understand democracy, parliamentary representation, and diversity?
Christians believe the Bible is God’s revelation: infallibly inspired by the Holy Spirit. Is the
Bible Infallible? evaluates evidence for a divine or human origin, such as: Irreconcilable textual
contradictions and myth-based accounts, Biblical cosmology’s compatibility with modern
science of the universe and solar system, Agreement of Earth’s shape and age with geological
facts and radiometric dating, Creation accounts’ confirmation through fossil records and
man’s appearance or evolution, Transpiration of prophecies, historical accuracy, and
miraculous accounts. The book discusses: The Bible’s concepts of afterlife, heaven, hell,
salvation, resurrection, and the soul, The meaning of “Gospel” and “Kingdom of
God/Heaven”. It also debates whether: Jesus is really the “Christ”: the “Messiah” first
promised to King David, The Messiah/Christ was supposed to suffer to redeem us from our
sins, Jesus is God, the “Son of Man”, and the “Servant of the Lord”, God is both a loving
father and a violent judge.
From Abelard to Zwingli, via a multitude of saints and sinners, Nick Page guides us through the
creeds, the councils, the buildings and the background of the Christian church in an
illuminating, and perhaps ever so slightly irreverent way. Well-known as a writer, speaker,
unlicensed historian and general information-monger, Nick Page combines in-depth research,
historical analysis and cutting-edge guesswork to explore how on earth the Christian church
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has survived all that 2,000 years of heroes, villains and misfits could throw at it (mostly from
the inside) to remain one of the most influential forces in the world today. 'I was predestined to
read this.' John Calvin. 'I felt my heart strangely warmed. Or it could have been indigestion.'
John Wesley.
Christians today - especially in America - are woefully ignorant about the Bible, and what
impact it can have on a world of darkness. This despite the words of 1 Peter 3:15: "But in your
hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks
you to give the reason for the hope that you have." Thankfully, scholars like Henry Morris have
seen fit to provide us with good answers for questions posed by Bible critics...and by
multitudes of Christians, for Christ himself has provided us with many infallible proofs (Acts
1:2-3). Christians will be strengthened with these topics: Problems in verbal
inspirationFulfillment of prophecyThe structure of ScriptureAlleged Bible contradictionsThe
Bible and scienceThe Bible and ancient historyThe unique birth of Christ

If you're reading this, we're still alive. The end of the world has not occurred. But it can't
be long now, can it? For two thousand years, the Book of Revelation has inspired
countless conspiracy theorists, film-makers, writers and artists, as well as theologians
and teachers. But why are we so bothered? After all, the end of the world still hasn't
turned up, and it's been quite a while now. When Nick Page wanted to get to the bottom
of what this mysterious book is really all about, he realised there was only one way to
go about it: he had to go to the land of apocalypse. Travelling to Patmos via the ruined
cities of the seven churches of Revelation, determined to seek out a revelation of his
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own, Nick explores the culture behind Revelation, who wrote it, why they wrote it, and
what it means for us today. Mixing history, commentary, creative reconstruction and
sun-crazed travelogue, here at last is the (perhaps not quite) final word on heaven, hell,
the four horsemen of the apocalypse - and why the end of the world never does turn up
when it's supposed to.
He came from the wrong social class, the wrong place and the wrong profession. He
ate with the wrong people, championed the wrong causes and attracted the wrong kind
of supporters. He even spoke with the wrong accent. In fact everything about Jesus of
Nazareth was wrong. How could this odd-job man be God's Messiah?To the authorities
he was a dangerous rebel; to the pious he was scandalously unorthodox. Even his
family thought he was mad. But somehow this builder from 'up north' - this outrageous,
unorthodox, rebellious teacher and miracle worker - changed the world. In this
illuminating new biography, Nick Page strips away centuries of misrepresentation and
myth to reveal the real personality portrayed in the gospels. Drawing on a wealth of
historical and archaeological research, the result is a startling and vivid new portrait of
Yeshua ben Yosef - Jesus of Nazareth. Challenging and thought-provoking, THE
WRONG MESSIAH will change the way you view Jesus: the man who in so many ways
seemed utterly wrong, but who history has proved triumphantly to be right.
Why is Christmas the way it is? How did we get from the birth of Jesus to everyone
pushing their credit card and their belts to their maximum extent? Starting with the
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events surrounding Jesus' birth, this book takes us through centuries of
commemoration, celebration and over-consumption. Along the way we'll find out why
we eat turkey, how an obscure Turkish saint turned into a man flying a sleigh, and why
that tree in your house should really contain an apple and a snake. Combining in-depth
historical research, cheerfully irreverent humour and cutting-edge guesswork, Nick
Page explores what this festival really means, and how we can get back to something
real and true beneath all that wrapping.
A completely revised edition of this best-selling Bible resource with new ideas,
diagrams and illustrations Uniquely presented, this handbook uses modern language,
humour and ingenious diagrams to bring the Bible to life.
A literary history of our most influential book of all time, by an Oxford scholar and
Anglican priest In our culture, the Bible is monolithic: It is a collection of books that has
been unchanged and unchallenged since the earliest days of the Christian church. The
idea of the Bible as "Holy Scripture," a non-negotiable authority straight from God, has
prevailed in Western society for some time. And while it provides a firm foundation for
centuries of Christian teaching, it denies the depth, variety, and richness of this
fascinating text. In A History of the Bible, John Barton argues that the Bible is not a
prescription to a complete, fixed religious system, but rather a product of a long and
intriguing process, which has inspired Judaism and Christianity, but still does not
describe the whole of either religion. Barton shows how the Bible is indeed an important
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source of religious insight for Jews and Christians alike, yet argues that it must be read
in its historical context--from its beginnings in myth and folklore to its many
interpretations throughout the centuries. It is a book full of narratives, laws, proverbs,
prophecies, poems, and letters, each with their own character and origin stories. Barton
explains how and by whom these disparate pieces were written, how they were
canonized (and which ones weren't), and how they were assembled, disseminated, and
interpreted around the world--and, importantly, to what effect. Ultimately, A History of
the Bible argues that a thorough understanding of the history and context of its writing
encourages religious communities to move away from the Bible's literal wording--which
is impossible to determine--and focus instead on the broader meanings of scripture.
The Tabloid Bible is a fresh and funny take on biblical literacy. Humorist Nick Page,
who happens to take the Bible very seriously, captures perfectly the deadpan style of
popular, sensational tabloids found in supermarket checkout lanes everywhere in his
retelling of major biblical events from Genesis to Revelation.
A concise survey of the culture and civilization of mankind, The Lessons of History is
the result of a lifetime of research from Pulitzer Prize–winning historians Will and Ariel
Durant. With their accessible compendium of philosophy and social progress, the
Durants take us on a journey through history, exploring the possibilities and limitations
of humanity over time. Juxtaposing the great lives, ideas, and accomplishments with
cycles of war and conquest, the Durants reveal the towering themes of history and give
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meaning to our own.
From Abelard to Zwingli, via a multitude of saints and sinners, Nick Page guides us
through the creeds, the councils, the buildings and the background of the Christian
church in an illuminating, and perhaps ever so slightly irreverent way. Well-known as a
writer, speaker, unlicensed historian and general information-monger, Nick Page
combines in-depth research, historical analysis and cutting-edge guesswork to explore
how on earth the Christian church has survived all that 2,000 years of heroes, villains
and misfits could throw at it (mostly from the inside) to remain one of the most
influential forces in the world today. "I was predestined to read this." John Calvin. "I felt
my heart strangely warmed. Or it could have been indigestion." John Wesley.
First published in 1976, Paul Johnson’s exceptional study of Christianity has been
loved and widely hailed for its intensive research, writing, and magnitude—“a tour de
force, one of the most ambitious surveys of the history of Christianity ever attempted
and perhaps the most radical” (New York Review of Books). In a highly readable
companion to books on faith and history, the scholar and author Johnson has
illuminated the Christian world and its fascinating history in a way that no other has.
Johnson takes off in the year AD 49 with his namesake the apostle Paul. Thus
beginning an ambitious quest to paint the centuries since the founding of a little-known
‘Jesus Sect’, A History of Christianity explores to a great degree the evolution of the
Western world. With an unbiased and overall optimistic tone, Johnson traces the
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fantastic scope of the consequent sects of Christianity and the people who followed
them. Information drawn from extensive and varied sources from around the world
makes this history as credible as it is reliable. Invaluable understanding of the
framework of modern Christianity—and its trials and tribulations throughout history—has
never before been contained in such a captivating work.
AN INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER AN NPR CONCIERGE BEST BOOK
OF THE YEAR “In her form-shattering and myth-crushing book….Coe examines myths
with mirth, and writes history with humor… [You Never Forget Your First] is an
accessible look at a president who always finishes in the first ranks of our leaders.”
—Boston Globe Alexis Coe takes a closer look at our first--and finds he is not quite the
man we remember Young George Washington was raised by a struggling single
mother, demanded military promotions, caused an international incident, and never
backed down--even when his dysentery got so bad he had to ride with a cushion on his
saddle. But after he married Martha, everything changed. Washington became the kind
of man who named his dog Sweetlips and hated to leave home. He took up arms
against the British only when there was no other way, though he lost more battles than
he won. After an unlikely victory in the Revolutionary War cast him as the nation's hero,
he was desperate to retire, but the founders pressured him into the presidency--twice.
When he retired years later, no one talked him out of it. He left the highest office
heartbroken over the partisan nightmare his backstabbing cabinet had created. Back on
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his plantation, the man who fought for liberty must confront his greatest hypocrisy--what
to do with the men, women, and children he owns--before he succumbs to death. With
irresistible style and warm humor, You Never Forget Your First combines rigorous
research and lively storytelling that will have readers--including those who thought
presidential biographies were just for dads--inhaling every page.
"A brilliant book on a number of different levels. Lascelles has an engaging prose style
and an amazing eye for detail and apposite anecdote. Surely only purblind Catholic
zelanti will object to this outstanding analysis.” – Frank McLynn, author of Genghis
Khan, Napoleon and 1066 “Lascelles has achieved the seemingly impossible: a
concise and highly readable history of Catholic Popes that manages to be extremely
entertaining and informative at the same time.” – Gerald Posner, author of God’s
Bankers “Lascelles has taken an overwhelming subject, and not been overwhelmed by
it in any way. A highly enjoyable read. ” – Paul Strathern, author of The Medici For
many people, the popes are an irrelevance: if they consider them at all, it may be as
harmless old men who preach obscure sermons in Latin. But the history of the popes is
far from bland. On the contrary, it is occasionally so bizarre as to stretch credulity.
Popes have led papal armies, fled in disguise, fathered children (including future
popes), and authorised torture. They have been captured, assaulted and murdered.
While many have been admired, others have been hated to such a degree that their
funeral processions have been disrupted and statues of them torn down after their
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deaths. Many have been the enemies of freedom and progress – divisive rather than
unifying figures. In a fascinating and engaging read, best-selling author Christopher
Lascelles examines the history of the popes through the ages, laying bare the extent to
which many of them fell so very short of the Christian ideals they supposedly
represented. He explains how it was that, professing to follow a man who said ‘My
kingdom is not of this world’ and 'Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth’, they
nevertheless became the heads of a rich state that owned more land in Europe than
any king, relying on foreign military aid to keep power; and how pride, greed and
corruption became commonplace in an institution founded on love, faith and
forgiveness. This book is aimed at the general reader who is short on time and seeks
an accessible overview unencumbered by ecclesiastical jargon and scholarly
controversies.
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