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Niall Ferguson
This study presents a challenge to the prevailing view
that there was no alternative to the inflationary economic
policies of Weimar Germany.
PART ONE: INTO THE ABYSS 1871-1914 1. The Long
Descent 2. From Peace to War PART TWO: THE
ABYSS 1914-1918 3. The Opening Campaigns 1914 4.
The Wider War 1914-1915 5. The Stalemate in Europe
1915 6. The Wider War 1915-1916 7. Tipping Points in
Europe 1916-1917 8. War-Weariness and the Question
of Peace in Europe 1917 9. War, Politics, and Diplomacy
in the Middle East and Russia 1917-1918 10. The Last
Furious Year of the Great War 1917-1918 PART
THREE: SLOWLY OUT OF THE ABYSS 1918-1926 11.
The Violent Aftermath of the Great War in Europe
1918-1926 12. The Problematic Legacy of the Great War
in the Wider World 1918-1926 13. Epilogue:
Bereavement, Economic Collapse, and the Climate for
War.
"A Superb New Biography . . . A Tragic Story, Brilliantly
Told." —Andrew Roberts, Literary Review George
Nathaniel Curzon's controversial life in public service
stretched from the high noon of his country's empire to
the traumatized years following World War I. As viceroy
of India under Queen Victoria and foreign secretary
under King George V, the obsessive Lord Curzon left his
unmistakable mark on the era. David Gilmour's awardwinning book—with a new foreword by the author—is a
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brilliant assessment of Curzon's character and
achievements, offering a richly dramatic account of the
infamous long vendettas, the turbulent friendships, and
the passionate, risky love affairs that complicated and
enriched his life. Born into the ruling class of what was
then the world's greatest power, Curzon was a fervent
believer in British imperialism who spent his life proving
he was fit for the task. Often seen as arrogant and
tempestuous, he was loathed as much as he was
adored, his work disparaged as much as it was admired.
In Gilmour's well-rounded appraisal, Curzon emerges as
a complex, tragic figure, a gifted leader who saw his
imperial world overshadowed at the dawn of democracy.
War Land on the Eastern Front is a study of a hidden
legacy of World War I: the experience of German
soldiers on the Eastern front and the long-term effects of
their encounter with Eastern Europe. It presents an
'anatomy of an occupation', charting the ambitions and
realities of the new German military state there. Using
hitherto neglected sources from both occupiers and
occupied, official documents, propaganda, memoirs, and
novels, it reveals how German views of the East
changed during total war. New categories for viewing the
East took root along with the idea of a German cultural
mission in these supposed wastelands. After Germany's
defeat, the Eastern front's 'lessons' were taken up by the
Nazis, radicalized, and enacted when German armies
returned to the East in World War II. Vejas Gabriel
Liulevicius's persuasive and compelling study fills a
yawning gap in the literature of the Great War.
Decades ahead of the amusing but distorting buffoonery
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of Blackadder Goes Forth, this complete edition of the
Wipers Times, the famed trench newspaper of the First
World War, is an extraordinary mix of black humour, fake
entertainment programmes and pastiche articles, and
constitutes a unique record of life on the wartime
frontline. From its long-running cartoon pun (Are We
Being Offensive Enough?) to its brilliantly subversive
column Things We Want to Know (the name of the
officer who originated the idea), its hilarious spoof ads to
its pastiche fake contributors (Belary Helloc), this
complete facsimile edition of the Wipers Times,
produced to accompany the BBC dramatization, is a
historical masterpiece that enables us to sample the real
spirit of the trenches . . . from the safety of our
armchairs. If you can drink the beer the Belgians sell
you, And pay the price they ask with ne'er a grouse, If
you believe the tales that some will tell you, And live in
mud with ground sheet for a house, If you can live on
bully and a biscuit, And thank your stars that you've a tot
of rum, Dodge whizzbangs with a grin, and as you risk it
Talk glibly of the pretty way they hum. . .
The best known of the 'War poets' of World War I, Owen
died a week before the armistice. His powerful verse
expresses the intensity of the suffering on the Western
front.
The 10th anniversary edition, with new chapters on the
crash, Chimerica, and cryptocurrency "[An] excellent,
just in time guide to the history of finance and financial
crisis." —The Washington Post "Fascinating." —Fareed
Zakaria, Newsweek In this updated edition, Niall
Ferguson brings his classic financial history of the world
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up to the present day, tackling the populist backlash that
followed the 2008 crisis, the descent of "Chimerica" into
a trade war, and the advent of cryptocurrencies, such as
Bitcoin, with his signature clarity and expert lens. The
Ascent of Money reveals finance as the backbone of
history, casting a new light on familiar events: the
Renaissance enabled by Italian foreign exchange
dealers, the French Revolution traced back to a stock
market bubble, the 2008 crisis traced from America's
bankruptcy capital, Memphis, to China's boomtown,
Chongqing. We may resent the plutocrats of Wall Street
but, as Ferguson argues, the evolution of finance has
rivaled the importance of any technological innovation in
the rise of civilization. Indeed, to study the ascent and
descent of money is to study the rise and fall of Western
power itself.
How can we understand what caused World War I?
What role did Germany play? This book encourages us
to re-think the events that led to global conflict in
1914.Historians in recent years have argued that
German leaders acted defensively or pre-emptively in
1914, conscious of the Reich's deteriorating military and
diplomatic position. Germany and the Causes of the First
World War challenges such interpretations, placing new
emphasis on the idea that the Reich Chancellor, the
German Foreign Office and the Great General Staff were
confident that they could win a continental war. This
belief in Germany's superiority derived primarily from an
assumption of French decline and Russian weakness
throughout the period between the turn of the century
and the eve of the First World War. Accordingly,
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Wilhelmine policy-makers pursued offensive policies - at
the risk of war at important junctures during the 1900s
and 1910s. The author analyses the stereotyping of
enemy states, representations of war in peacetime, and
conceptualizations of international relations. He uncovers
the complex role of ruling elites, political parties, big
business and the press, and contends that the decade
before the First World War witnessed some critical
changes in German foreign policy. By the time of the July
crisis of 1914, for example, the perception of enemies
had altered, with Russia - the traditional bugbear of the
German centre and left - becoming the principal
opponent of the Reich. Under these changed conditions,
German leaders could now pursue their strategy of
brinkmanship, using war as an instrument of policy, to its
logical conclusion.
The story of World War I, through the lives and words of
its poets The hundredth anniversary of the outbreak of
what many believed would be the war to end all wars is
in 2014. And while World War I devastated Europe, it
inspired profound poetry—words in which the atmosphere
and landscape of battle are evoked perhaps more vividly
than anywhere else. The poets—many of whom were
killed—show not only the war's tragedy but also the hopes
and disappointments of a generation of men. In Some
Desperate Glory, the historian and biographer Max
Egremont gives us a transfiguring look at the life and
work of this assemblage of poets. Wilfred Owen with his
flaring genius; the intense, compassionate Siegfried
Sassoon; the composer Ivor Gurney; Robert Graves,
who would later spurn his war poems; the nature-loving
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Edward Thomas; the glamorous Fabian Socialist Rupert
Brooke; and the shell-shocked Robert Nichols—all fought
in the war, and their poetry is a bold act of creativity in
the face of unprecedented destruction. Some Desperate
Glory includes a chronological anthology of the poets'
works, telling the story of the war not only through the
lives of these writers but also through their art. This
unique volume unites the poetry and the history of the
war—so often treated separately—granting readers the
pride, strife, and sorrow of the individual soldier's
experience coupled with a panoramic view of the war's
toll on an entire nation.
During a pivotal few months in the middle of the First
World War all sides-Germany, Britain, and Americabelieved the war could be concluded. Peace at the end
of 1916 would have saved millions of lives and changed
the course of history utterly. Two years into the most
terrible conflict the world had ever known, the warring
powers faced a crisis. There were no good military
options. Money, men, and supplies were running short
on all sides. The German chancellor secretly sought
President Woodrow Wilson's mediation to end the war,
just as British ministers and France's president also
concluded that the time was right. The Road Less
Traveled describes how tantalizingly close these farsighted statesmen came to ending the war, saving
millions of lives, and avoiding the total war that dimmed
hopes for a better world.Theirs was a secret battle that is
only now becoming fully understood, a story of civic
courage, awful responsibility, and how some leaders
rose to the occasion while others shrank from it or
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chased other ambitions. "Peace is on the floor waiting to
be picked up!" pleaded the German ambassador to the
United States. This book explains both the strategies and
fumbles of people facing a great crossroads of history.
The Road Less Traveled reveals one of the last great
mysteries of the Great War: that it simply never should
have lasted so long or cost so much. span
Hailed as one of the greatest novels of all time and a
classic of world literature, War and Peace is a tale of
strivers in a world fraught with conflict, social and political
change, and spiritual confusion, Tolstoy's magnificent
work continues to entertain, enlighten, and inspire
readers around the world. Both an intimate study of
individual passions and an epic history of Russia and its
people, 'War and Peace' is nothing more or less than a
complete portrait of human existence. Among its many
unforgettable characters is Prince Andrey Bolkonsky, a
proud, dashing man who, despising the artifice of high
society, joins the army to achieve glory. Badly wounded
at Austerlitz, he begins to discover the emptiness of
everything to which he has devoted himself. His death
scene is considered one of the greatest passages in
Russian literature. Terror swiftly engulfs the country as
Napoleon's army marches on Russia, and the lives of
three young people are changed forever. The stories of
quixotic Pierre, cynical Andrey and impetuous Natasha
interweave with a huge cast, from aristocrats and
peasants, to soldiers and Napoleon himself. In War and
Peace (1868-9), Tolstoy entwines grand themes—conflict
and love, birth and death, free will and fate.
A tour de force from acclaimed author Alan Gratz
Page 7/24

Download Free The Pity Of War Explaining World
I Niall Ferguson
(Prisoner B-3087), this timely -- and timeless -- novel
tells the powerful story of three different children seeking
refuge.
This professor's great work is possibly the most
important book of any sort, probably the most important
historical book, certainly the most controversial book to
come out of Germany since the war. It had already
forced the revision of widely held views in Germany's
responsibility for beginning and continuing World War 1,
and of supposed divergence of aim between business
and the military on one side and labor and intellectuals
on the other.
Dennis 'Joe' Connole was an ordinary soldier. He spent
four years, three months, and seventeen days in the U.S.
Army during World War II. From March 1942, until
December 1943, he was a member of the 26th 'Yankee'
Division on Coast Patrol duty in Maine. In early 1944,
Joe Connole shipped out to the European Theater of
Operations (ETO), where he joined the 36th 'Texas'
Division as a replacement: thus, a 'Yankee' in the 'Texas
Army.' In June 1944, he received a Purple Heart for
shrapnel wounds inflicted in Italy. On August 25, 1944, in
France, Joe Connole became a battle-fatigue casualty.
After several weeks in a hospital, he recovered and
returned to his unit to finish out the war. Unbeknownst to
family members, he suffered from Posttraumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD) for many years after the war. This book
details how men who experience the brutal horrors of
combat are forever changed. Memories of traumatic
experiences in battle left deep psychological scars,
resulting in years of emotional pain and suffering. The
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healing process for many veterans was a gradual
one.Through in-depth historical research of several
years, Dennis A. Connole recaptures his father's military
experiences in order to understand his dad as a father
and as a person, and how he became the man he was
after the war.
A Times Literary Supplement’s Book of the Year 2020 A
New Statesman's Best Book of 2020 A Bloomberg's Best
Book of 2020 A Guardian Best Book About Ideas of
2020 The world-renowned philosopher and author of the
bestselling Justice explores the central question of our
time: What has become of the common good? These are
dangerous times for democracy. We live in an age of
winners and losers, where the odds are stacked in favor
of the already fortunate. Stalled social mobility and
entrenched inequality give the lie to the American credo
that "you can make it if you try". The consequence is a
brew of anger and frustration that has fueled populist
protest and extreme polarization, and led to deep distrust
of both government and our fellow citizens--leaving us
morally unprepared to face the profound challenges of
our time. World-renowned philosopher Michael J. Sandel
argues that to overcome the crises that are upending our
world, we must rethink the attitudes toward success and
failure that have accompanied globalization and rising
inequality. Sandel shows the hubris a meritocracy
generates among the winners and the harsh judgement it
imposes on those left behind, and traces the dire
consequences across a wide swath of American life. He
offers an alternative way of thinking about success--more
attentive to the role of luck in human affairs, more
Page 9/24

Download Free The Pity Of War Explaining World
I Niall Ferguson
conducive to an ethic of humility and solidarity, and more
affirming of the dignity of work. The Tyranny of Merit
points us toward a hopeful vision of a new politics of the
common good.
By the time the First World War ended in 1918, eight
million people had died in what had been perhaps the
most apocalyptic episode the world had known. This
Very Short Introduction provides a concise and insightful
history of the 'Great War', focusing on why it happened,
how it was fought, and why it had the consequences it
did. It examines the state of Europe in 1914 and the
outbreak of war; the onset of attrition and crisis; the role
of the US; the collapse of Russia; and the weakening
and eventual surrender of the Central Powers. Looking
at the historical controversies surrounding the causes
and conduct of war, Michael Howard also describes how
peace was ultimately made, and the potent legacy of
resentment left to Germany. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to
get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
From the bestselling author of The Ascent of Money and The
Square and the Tower, a searching and provocative
examination of the widespread institutional rot that threatens
our collective future What causes rich countries to lose their
way? Symptoms of decline are all around us today: slowing
growth, crushing debts, increasing inequality, aging
Page 10/24

Download Free The Pity Of War Explaining World
I Niall Ferguson
populations, antisocial behavior. But what exactly has gone
wrong? The answer, Niall Ferguson argues in The Great
Degeneration, is that our institutions—the intricate frameworks
within which a society can flourish or fail—are degenerating.
With characteristic verve and historical insight, Ferguson
analyzes the causes of this stagnation and its profound
consequences for the future of the West. The Great
Degeneration is an incisive indictment of an era of negligence
and complacency—and to arrest the breakdown of our
civilization, Ferguson warns, will take heroic leadership and
radical reform.
Why was Switzerland spared a German attack during World
War II? Was its existence actually endangered at any time? In
"Let's Swallow Switzerland," historian Klaus Urner reveals
new data uncovered about the actual threats Switzerland
faced during the war. Extensive archival research into the
events at the Führer's headquarters discloses that Hitler, in
cooperation with Mussolini, initiated a surprise pincer
operation against Switzerland during the final phase of the
French campaign. On June 24, 1940, Army Corps C received
orders to prepare for the "Special Task Switzerland." In early
July, the 12th Army, with nine divisions, was deployed near
the Western border of Switzerland. Urner proves that German
operational plans were not fictitious designs worked out by a
bored staff, as has been claimed, but in fact were serious
preparatory measures for an attack. The second half of this
fascinating exposé provides a discussion of German
economic warfare against Switzerland, revealing that
Germany's goal was to control every interaction between
Switzerland and the Allies--such attempts continued until the
total occupation of France on November 11, 1942. Numerous
original documents attesting to Hitler's plans, historic
photographs, and a detailed bibliography make this book a
fundamental work for understanding Switzerland's difficult
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predicament during World War II.
From the bestselling author of The Ascent of Money and The
Square and the Tower “A dazzling history of Western ideas.”
—The Economist “Mr. Ferguson tells his story with
characteristic verve and an eye for the felicitous phrase.”
—Wall Street Journal “[W]ritten with vitality and verve . . . a
tour de force.” —Boston Globe Western civilization’s rise to
global dominance is the single most important historical
phenomenon of the past five centuries. How did the West
overtake its Eastern rivals? And has the zenith of Western
power now passed? Acclaimed historian Niall Ferguson
argues that beginning in the fifteenth century, the West
developed six powerful new concepts, or “killer
applications”—competition, science, the rule of law, modern
medicine, consumerism, and the work ethic—that the Rest
lacked, allowing it to surge past all other competitors. Yet
now, Ferguson shows how the Rest have downloaded the
killer apps the West once monopolized, while the West has
literally lost faith in itself. Chronicling the rise and fall of
empires alongside clashes (and fusions) of civilizations,
Civilization: The West and the Rest recasts world history with
force and wit. Boldly argued and teeming with memorable
characters, this is Ferguson at his very best.
This books explains why the British Army fought the way it did
in the First World War. It integrates social and military history
and the impact of ideas to tell the story of how the army,
especially the senior officers, adapted to the new
technological warfare and asks: Was the style of warfare on
the Western Front inevitable?Using an extensive range of
unpublished diaries, letters, memoirs and Cabinet and War
Office files, Professor Travers explains how and why the
ideas, tactics and strategies emerged. He emphasises the
influence of pre-war social and military attitudes, and
examines the early life and career of Sir Douglas Haig. The
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author's analysis of the preparations for the Battles of the
Somme and Passchendaele provide new interpretations of
the role of Haig and his GHQ, and he explains the reasons for
the unexpected British withdrawal in March 1918. An
appendix supplies short biographies of senior British officers.
In general, historians of the First World War are in two hostile
camps: those who see the futility of lions led by donkeys on
the one hand and on the other the apologists for Haig and the
conduct of the war. Professor Travers' immensely readable
book provides a bridge between the two.
WINNER OF THE NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE
AWARD AN AMERICAN BOOK AWARD FINALIST Now in
paperback, War Without Mercy has been hailed by The New
York Times as “one of the most original and important books
to be written about the war between Japan and the United
States.” In this monumental history, Professor John Dower
reveals a hidden, explosive dimension of the Pacific
War—race—while writing what John Toland has called “a
landmark book . . . a powerful, moving, and evenhanded
history that is sorely needed in both America and Japan.”
Drawing on American and Japanese songs, slogans,
cartoons, propaganda films, secret reports, and a wealth of
other documents of the time, Dower opens up a whole new
way of looking at that bitter struggle of four and a half
decades ago and its ramifications in our lives today. As Edwin
O. Reischauer, former ambassador to Japan, has pointed
out, this book offers “a lesson that the postwar generations
need most . . . with eloquence, crushing detail, and power.”
In The Pity of War, Niall Ferguson makes a simple and
provocative argument: that the human atrocity known as the
Great War was entirely England's fault. Britain, according to
Ferguson, entered into war based on naïve assumptions of
German aims—and England's entry into the war transformed a
Continental conflict into a world war, which they then badly
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mishandled, necessitating American involvement. The war
was not inevitable, Ferguson argues, but rather the result of
the mistaken decisions of individuals who would later claim to
have been in the grip of huge impersonal forces.That the war
was wicked, horrific, inhuman,is memorialized in part by the
poetry of men like Wilfred Owen and Siegfried Sassoon, but
also by cold statistics. More British soldiers were killed in the
first day of the Battle of the Somme than Americans in the
Vietnam War; indeed, the total British fatalities in that single
battle—some 420,000—exceeds the entire American fatalities
for both World Wars. And yet, as Ferguson writes, while the
war itself was a disastrous folly, the great majority of men
who fought it did so with enthusiasm. Ferguson vividly brings
back to life this terrifying period, not through dry citation of
chronological chapter and verse but through a series of
brilliant chapters focusing on key ways in which we now view
the First World War.For anyone wanting to understand why
wars are fought, why men are willing to fight them, and why
the world is as it is today, there is no sharper nor more
stimulating guide than Niall Ferguson's The Pity of War.
A bestselling historian shows how the British Empire created
the modern world, in a book lauded as "a rattling good tale"
(Wall Street Journal) and "popular history at its best"
(Washington Post) The British Empire was the largest in all
history: the nearest thing to global domination ever achieved.
The world we know today is in large measure the product of
Britain's Age of Empire. The global spread of capitalism,
telecommunications, the English language, and institutions of
representative government -- all these can be traced back to
the extraordinary expansion of Britain's economy, population
and culture from the seventeenth century until the midtwentieth. On a vast and vividly colored canvas, Empire
shows how the British Empire acted as midwife to modernity.
Displaying the originality and rigor that have made Niall
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Ferguson one of the world's foremost historians, Empire is a
dazzling tour de force -- a remarkable reappraisal of the
prizes and pitfalls of global empire.
A gripping chronicle of the personal and national rivalries that
led to the twentieth century’s first great arms race, from
Pulitzer Prize winner Robert K. Massie With the biographer’s
rare genius for expressing the essence of extraordinary lives,
Massie brings to life a crowd of glittery figures: the singleminded Admiral von Tirpitz; the young, ambitious Winston
Churchill; the ruthless, sycophantic Chancellor Bernhard von
Bülow; Britain’s greatest twentieth-century foreign secretary,
Sir Edward Grey; and Jacky Fisher, the eccentric admiral who
revolutionized the British navy and brought forth the first true
battleship, the H.M.S. Dreadnought. Their story, and the story
of the era, filled with misunderstandings, missed
opportunities, and events leading to unintended conclusions,
unfolds like a Greek tragedy in this powerful narrative.
Intimately human and dramatic, Dreadnought is history at its
most riveting. Praise for Dreadnought “Dreadnought is history
in the grand manner, as most people prefer it: how people
shaped, or were shaped by, events.”—Time “A classic [that]
covers superbly a whole era . . . engrossing in its glittering
gallery of characters.”—Chicago Sun-Times “[Told] on a
grand scale . . . Massie [is] a master of historical portraiture
and anecdotage.”—The Wall Street Journal “Brilliant on
everything he writes about ships and the sea. It is Massie’s
eye for detail that makes his nautical set pieces so
marvelously evocative.”—Los Angeles Times

Miranda Seymour tells the remarkable story of
England's centuries of profound connection and
rivalry with Germany. Her vibrant and heart-breaking
history—told through the lives of princes and painters,
soldiers and sailors, bakers and bankers, charlatans
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and saints—reminds us, poignantly, of the powerful
bonds many have chosen to forget.
More than any other event, the First World War
made the twentieth century. This book, aimed to
appeal not only to students but also to the general
reader, talks about many of the myths surrounding
the war.
What if there had been no American War of
Independence? What if Hitler had invaded Britain?
What if Kennedy had lived? What if Russia had won
the Cold War? Niall Ferguson, author of the highly
acclaimed The Pity of War, leads the charge in this
historically rigorous series of separate voyages into
“imaginary time” and provides far-reaching answers
to these intriguing questions.Ferguson's brilliant
90-page introduction doubles as a manifesto on the
methodology of counter-factual history. His equally
masterful afterword traces the likely historical ripples
that would have proceeded from the maintenance of
Stuart rule in England. This breathtaking narrative
gives us a convincing, detailed “alternative history”
of the West—from the accession of “James III” in
1701, to a Nazi-occupied England, to a U.S. Prime
Minister Kennedy who lives to complete his term.
From Communes to the Clintons Why does Hillary
Clinton crusade for government-provided health care
for every American, for the redistribution of wealth,
and for child rearing to become a collective
obligation? Why does Al Gore say that it’s okay to
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“over-represent” the dangers of global warming in
order to sell Americans on his draconian solutions?
Why does Michael Moore call religion a device to
manipulate “gullible” Americans? Where did these
radical ideas come from? And how did they enter the
mainstream discourse? In this groundbreaking and
compelling new book, Daniel J. Flynn uncovers the
surprising origins of today’s Left. The first work of its
kind, A Conservative History of the American Left
tells the story of this remarkably resilient extreme
movement–one that came to America’s shores with
the earliest settlers. Flynn reveals a history that
leftists themselves ignore, whitewash, or obscure.
Partly the Left’s amnesia is convenient: Who
wouldn’t want to forget an ugly history that includes
eugenics, racism, violence, and sheer quackery?
Partly it is self-aggrandizing: Bold schemes sound
much more innovative when you refuse to
acknowledge that they have been tried–and have
failed–many times before. And partly it is
unavoidable: The Left is so preoccupied with its
triumphal future that it doesn’t pause to learn from
its past mistakes. So it goes that would-be
revolutionaries have repeatedly failed to recognize
the one troubling obstacle to their grandiose visions:
reality. In unfolding this history, Flynn presents a
page-turning narrative filled with colorful, fascinating
characters–progressives and populists, radicals and
reformers, socialists and SDSers, and leftists of
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every other stripe. There is the rags-to-riches Welsh
industrialist who brought his utopian vision to
America–one in which private property, religion, and
marriage represented “the most monstrous
evils”–and gained audiences with the likes of
Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and James
Madison. There is the wife-swapping Bible thumper
who nominated Jesus Christ for president. There is
the playboy adventurer whose worshipful accounts
of Soviet Russia lured many American liberals to
Communism. There is the daughter of privilege
turned violent antiwar activist who lost her life to a
bomb she had intended to use against American
soldiers. There are fanatics and free spirits, perverts
and puritans, entrepreneurs and altruists, and many
more beyond. A Conservative History of the
American Left is a gripping chronicle of the radical
visionaries who have relentlessly pursued their lofty
ambitions to remake society. Ultimately, Flynn shows
the destructiveness that comes from this undying
pursuit of dreams that are utterly unattainable.
John Fisher explores the acquisitive thinking which,
from the autumn of 1914, drove the Mesopotamian
Expedition, and examines the political issues,
international and imperial, delegated to a War
Cabinet committee under Lord Curzon. The motives
of Curzon and others in attempting to obtain a
privileged political position in the Hejaz are studied in
the context of inter-Allied suspicions and Turkish
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intrigues in the Arabian Peninsula. This is a
penetrating study of war imperialism, when
statesmen contemplated strong measures of control
in several areas of the Middle East.
Despite the numerous books on World War II, until
now there has been no one-volume survey that was
both objective and comprehensive. Previous
volumes have usually been written from an
exclusively British or American point of view, or have
ignored the important causes and consequences of
the War. A Short History of World War II is
essentially a military history, but it reaches from the
peace settlements of World War I to the drastically
altered postwar world of the late 1940's. Lucidly
written and eminently readable, it is factual and
accurate enough to satisfy professional historians. A
Short History of World War II will appeal equally to
the general reader, the veteran who fought in the
War, and the student interested in understanding the
contemporary political world.
The controversial revisionist history of World War I
that made Niall Ferguson's name The First World
War killed around eight million men and bled Europe
dry. More than any other event, it made the twentieth
century. In this boldly conceived book and
provocative, aimed to appeal not only to students but
also to the general reader, Niall Ferguson explodes
many of the myths surrounding the war. Niall
Ferguson is Herzog Professor of Financial History at
Page 19/24

Download Free The Pity Of War Explaining World
I Niall Ferguson
the Stern School of Business, New York University,
Visiting Professor of History, Oxford University and
Senior Research Fellow, Jesus College, Oxford. His
other books for Penguin include Empire, The Cash
Nexus, Colossus, The War of the World, Virtual
History, High Financier and Civilization.
Excerpted from Niall Ferguson’s sprawling
bestseller The War of the World, The Abyss now
stands on its own as one of the most thrilling short
histories of World War I ever written. This is not a
conventional military history about battles and
generals. Rather, The Abyss examines how World
War I saw the birth of total war—fought between
societies as much as armies—and must therefore be
understood in terms of the financial crises it
unleashed, the multinational empires it destroyed,
and the hateful ideas it propagated. The most
remarkable thing about the war, Ferguson shows us,
is how shockingly unexpected it was. At a time when
economic integration and technology seemed to be
rendering war between great powers impossible,
World War I was the moment when that process
went into reverse and the lethal forces of ethnic
disintegration took over. Now, on the cusp of the
100th anniversary of its outbreak, we can see World
War I as much more than just four years of
industrialized slaughter. Weaving together the
economics of empire and the ideology of race—and
featuring an original preface by the author as well a
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teaser from his new paperback Civilization—The
Abyss is world history at its finest.
The First World War created the modern world. A conflict
of unprecedented ferocity, it abruptly ended the relative
peace and prosperity of the Victorian era, unleashing
such demons of the twentieth century as mechanized
warfare and mass death. It also helped to usher in the
ideas that have shaped our times--modernism in the arts,
new approaches to psychology and medicine, radical
thoughts about economics and society--and in so doing
shattered the faith in rationalism and liberalism that had
prevailed in Europe since the Enlightenment. With The
First World War, John Keegan, one of our most eminent
military historians, fulfills a lifelong ambition to write the
definitive account of the Great War for our generation.
Probing the mystery of how a civilization at the height of
its achievement could have propelled itself into such a
ruinous conflict, Keegan takes us behind the scenes of
the negotiations among Europe's crowned heads (all of
them related to one another by blood) and ministers, and
their doomed efforts to defuse the crisis. He reveals how,
by an astonishing failure of diplomacy and
communication, a bilateral dispute grew to engulf an
entire continent. But the heart of Keegan's superb
narrative is, of course, his analysis of the military conflict.
With unequalled authority and insight, he recreates the
nightmarish engagements whose names have become
legend--Verdun, the Somme and Gallipoli among
them--and sheds new light on the strategies and tactics
employed, particularly the contributions of geography
and technology. No less central to Keegan's account is
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the human aspect. He acquaints us with the thoughts of
the intriguing personalities who oversaw the tragically
unnecessary catastrophe--from heads of state like
Russia's hapless tsar, Nicholas II, to renowned
warmakers such as Haig, Hindenburg and Joffre. But
Keegan reserves his most affecting personal sympathy
for those whose individual efforts history has not
recorded--"the anonymous millions, indistinguishably
drab, undifferentially deprived of any scrap of the glories
that by tradition made the life of the man-at-arms
tolerable." By the end of the war, three great
empires--the Austro-Hungarian, the Russian and the
Ottoman--had collapsed. But as Keegan shows, the
devastation ex-tended over the entirety of Europe, and
still profoundly informs the politics and culture of the
continent today. His brilliant, panoramic account of this
vast and terrible conflict is destined to take its place
among the classics of world history. With 24 pages of
photographs, 2 endpaper maps, and 15 maps in text
For Japan, as one of the victorious allies, World War I
meant territorial gains in China and the Pacific. At the
end of the war, however, Japan discovered that in
modeling itself on imperial Germany since the nineteenth
century, it had perhaps been imitating the wrong national
example. Japanese policy debates during World War I,
particularly the clash between proponents of greater
democratization and those who argued for military
expansion, thus became part of the ongoing discussion
of national identity among Japanese elites. This study
links two sets of concerns--the focus of recent studies of
the nation on language, culture, education, and race;
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and the emphasis of diplomatic history on international
developments--to show how political, diplomatic, and
cultural concerns work together to shape national
identity.
In this groundbreaking biography, based on more than
10,000 hitherto unavailable letters and diary entries, Niall
Ferguson returns to his roots as a financial historian to
tell the story of the extraordinary Siegmund Warburg. A
refugee from Hitler's Germany, Warburg rose to become
the dominant figure in the post-war City of London and
one of the architects of European financial integration.
Seared by events in the 1930s, when the longestablished Warburg bank was first almost destroyed by
the Depression and then 'Aryanized' by the Nazis,
Warburg was determined that his own bank would learn
from the past and contribute to the economic recovery of
Britain, the unity of Western Europe and the birth of
globalization. Siegmund Warburg was a complex and
ambivalent man, as much a psychologist, politician and
actor-manager as a banker. In High Financier Niall
Ferguson reveals Warburg's idiosyncracies but above all
he recaptures the meticulous business methods and
strict ethical code that set Warburg apart from the mere
speculators and traders who inhabit today's financial
world.
The world at the beginning of the 20th century seemed
for most of its inhabitants stable and relatively benign.
Globalizing, booming economies married to
technological breakthroughs seemed to promise a better
world for most people. Instead, the 20th century proved
to be overwhelmingly the most violent, frightening and
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brutalized in history with fanatical, often genocidal
warfare engulfing most societies between the outbreak of
the First World War and the end of the Cold War. What
went wrong? How did we do this to ourselves? The War
of the World comes up with compelling, fascinating
answers. It is Niall Ferguson’s masterpiece.
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